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Extra  Copy 


IJoveeiboi’  1,  19. 5 


MiJS  w*  Holmes 
3v)53  iiorth  Marylaiid  Ivonue 
Mils/a.'ukee,  WiscositsiiL* 


M;?'  de.ar  ie^ry* 


__  ^  This  s\2i?dj5@r  I  Qp^t  part  of  my  Taoati<^  coa^lotsing  the 

Kersoiz’  of  your  father  and  had  gi’eat  iu  .  e-^raadiag  Ms  letters  mid 
in  maktiig  sel0Gti<^s  from  the  material  wMeli  left  me  coiforl>sg  his 
CuS-f ericas  with  the  Bahais  and  others  in  ^smadan* 

I  have  made  tiia  Ic^soir  very  full  .and  X  air:  not  sm^e 
whether  it  is  isisa  or  right  to  insluds  some  of  the  m-itarial  sh  iah 
I  ^  have  incliried,  ospocially  t!io  l«mg  ehaptsr  giving  quotations  fi'os! 
his  letters,  to  me*  during  his  last  ymars  is  America,  setting  forth- 
in  the  moat  moirlng  way  the  spiritual  lights  mid  shadows  throuidi  ^hdsh 
his  mind  moved  in,  thorn  years,  from  one  p.oijit  of  view  m  w-ould  feel 
that  all  this  v/as  too  saer€?d  te  publisM  fiom  another  ;•  oint  of  view 
it  is  the  vsiy  part  of  the  biography  that  would  b©  iKJst  holpM.  to 
some  people  in  pert  as  representing  th©  depth  of  his  spiritual  lifo 
arid  ^  in  part  of  giving  comfort  to  Vm  gi^eat  number  of  those  wlio  s>:- 
p-'-rrieacia  shadows  like  his  wlio  do  not  have  the  oospen sating  faith 
ktiich  in  the  end  issue  in  the  full  light  ©f  d^, 

'TMto  is  the  furthar  problem  now  as  to  whether  there 
wo\ild  be  any  possibility  of  our  finding  a  publisher  for  the  biography. 
The  i=ublishing  houses  are  increasiag^y  eareful  and  consorvative'^aq  to 
wliat  they  irill  t-ake  and  there  are  mlj  a  few  liou;.^es  left  th-t  Mrv©  ai-iy 
in  -erest  in  misBlmnxy  biographies^  md  X  knov?  fro,m  esperience  that  they 
can  be  persi^iaded  only'  with  difficulty  to  take  any  new  ono,  Eevell 
published  several  years  ago  Uio  Biography  of  $ir  Jasias  Emiig’*  of  India 
but  ^2'*  Reyell  tells  me  that  teey  have  never  sold  a  tliird  of  the  aditipa 
ox  IjiuOO  copies  wMeh  they  printed.  They  to^^  a  year  ago  the 

Aut4biG£trap^  of  pr.  ff.?mless  but  only  on  cojiditioii  of  a  finicial 
rajigoment  Uiat  covered  the  cost  of  the  pl.atos, 

,  I  hove  Just  had  Q^erimm  with  them,  el  so  In  the  matter 

of  D'r^  Chaiaes  Lewis  of  China,  .RevoH  would  Ofay  accept  this  with  a 
■isymoht  of  seme  six  or  seven  tamdred  dollars.  In  oonse^|uenc©  I  think 
*rs#  LjMs  ^id  I  will  pilat  it  ourselvas,  which  ws  can  do  for  tlds  sxim 
a?xd  them  o’^u  ail  of  the  books,  as  w©  would  not  have  done  if  the 
bioj^raphy  was  published  tlircmgh  %v0ll,  or  any  other  publismr. 


air.s  “ary  w,  HoIjbos 
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November  1,  1933 


one  to  publiL'tho  M^oir^^’  wid^’to^’r  “ 

oore  tl,at  you  and  Harold  approve  o^^Lt  if  ^ 

be  ExJiTyZ''f^/Z  VaTlt'  accordingly  and  should 

.nd  especially  «.f  oailsi::: 

and  that  co^uff Lrb1?tof  th 

loathe^to  get  out  anything  tS?  :^rr“p1;senfy“? 

know  ::if  :r'’f .  b°t.  however, 

■iUvaufcce  too,  so  that  nerh*^'^  ^  'mderstood  Harold  was  in 
you  could  ask  ilsroid"  to^do  so  als*  biography 

which  oecurred^in^TabSz  laaf  S^day””  ° Vf  cf^f  °^' 

luieiSKmia  and  after  only  a  shorfilLss.  said  it  was  fro. 

With  kind  regard  to  H-arold  aid  yourself, 

lour  sincers  friend. 


RfSiB 
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2734  I'].  Stowell  Ave 
Milwaukee  Wis. 

Au£5  24th  1934. 


Dr.  Robert  E. Speer 

Prebyterian  Board  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Ave  .  New  York  City 


My  dear  Dr,  Speer: 

I  am  sending  you  the  manuscript  of  Father’s  life 
under  separate  cover. 

Of  the  first  four  chapters  I  have  no  criticism  to 
make.  They  are  extremely  interesting  to  those  v^ho  knew  Father  vje  11, 
anc?  I  trust  also  to  others  who  are  interes tedc.in  missionary  biography. 

I  have  occasionally  called  attention  to  typograi}hical  errors  and  to  errors 
in  state nent  of  facts,  such  as  chapter  I  page  16  where  the  manuscript 
says  that  rny  mother  was  granddaughter  to  Dr.  V/isner  of  Lockport.  Her  granc 
father  was  a  minister  in  Ithaca  .N.Y.  However  she  was  born  in  Lockport 
v/here  her  uncle  Dr.  William  Wisner  was  ^  minister  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Incidentally  ,  he  was  a  next  door  neighbor  to  my  father-  in¬ 
law  Dr.  F.  J.  Baker. 


The  fifth'  chapter  is  to  me  a  very  important  one.  Father 
told  me  of  this  vision  at  a  time  when  I  was  questioning  the  truth  of 
miracles,  visions  etc.  and  wondered  why  they  did  not  occur  now.  My 
aeaory  of  the  verbal  naratibe  had  dimmed  considerably  anu  Mary  had  no 
knowledge  of  it,  so  that  we  are  very  glad  to  have  the  description,  comra^^ 
msnts  and  interpretation  as  v/ritten  by  Father.  My  only  suggestion  is  that 
there  is  some  repetition  and  that  a  goom  part  of  the  second  and  third 
pages  might  be  cut  or  omitted.  The  full  revised  story  as  st5irte<^  a  t  the 
bottom  of  page  3  is  not  identical  b  .t  very  similar  ano  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  v;ould  be  more  effective  not  to  repeat. 


In  chapter  VI  I  have  suggested  cutting  the  letter  at  bot¬ 
tom  of  page  4.  or  placing  it  in  chapter  VIII.  There  is  so  much  intro¬ 
spection*  and  depres*sion  in  the  latter  chapter  ,  that  I  would  prefer 
n^  further  emphasis  be  placed  on  that  phase  of  his  character. 


My  impression  of  Father,  and  I  believa _^that  this  impres¬ 
sion  to  be  even  stronger  with  those  who  aid  not  know^^s  well,  was  that 
of  a  jolly  extremely  sociable  man,  the  life  f  the  party  as  it  were.  He 
had  a  very  hearty  laugh  and  was  fond  of  telling  stories  and  keeping  the 
ball  of  conversation  rolling.  Mary  tells  me  that  he  took  special  pains 
to  l©arn  Persian  poetry  so  that  he  could,  taxe  part  in  the  practice 
prevalent  among'  educated  Persians  of  cuoting  a  verse  of  poetry  ,  using 
the  last  word  of  a  previous  quotation  given  by  one  of  the  party,  as  the 
first  word  of  his  quotation.  I  have  heard  him  speak  of  this  practice  but  ( 
Gi:.  not  know  that  he  was  sufficiently  conversant  with  Persian  poetry 
to  take  part  himself. 


Mary  wishes  to  gather  some  more  material  from  Mrs.  O.C. 
Wyman,  a  cousin  of  Father,  and  has  asked  Aunt  Mary  Hale  to  interview  Dr.  ( 
Goan,  with  the  purpose  of  finding  material  that  would'  bring  out  this 
s’de  of  his  personality.  Mary  has  also  said  that  she  would  get  together 
some,  poetry  he  wrote  at  various  times  and  send  itkeei  to  you.  Ihave  not 


seen  them  since  High  *"chool  days  and  can  not 
cuallty. 


juage  of  their  literary 


in  tho  ihat  as  a  young  man  he  hpfaa  quite  a  prolonged  debate 

nv  i  nt  with  some  man  on  a  religious  subject.  ?/ouid  that  be  of 

interest  to  you? 


'Ill  noTn  ^Jy^i-'i^Pjession  of  Father  was  that  in  his  active  years  ,  he  v/as  a 
pnAn-ori  n’  S^^ea-tly  respected  oy  friend  and  foe.  The  latter  were  usually 
civp^  ?  ^  short  time  to  friends,  He  was  even  somewhat  hot  tempered  , 

A n ^  penitent,  shortly  aft erward ^ fo r  having  lost  his  temper 

^^solute  fearlessness,  except  perhaps  ,  when 
nn  tn  -h-  address  an  audience  of  any  size.  i  have  known  him  towalk 

up  to  his  Arabian^  (partially  Arabian)  when  the  latter  was 
nind  legs  axid  strtiing  out  with  his  front  hoof^,  and  when 


j^e- 


but 

he 


afraid  to 


rearing  on  his 
every  body  was 


go  near  the  beast^  and  with  a  word  of  command  pull  him  down 


,  ^  occasion  when  there  was  serious  rioting  and  a  miniature 

oatmie  or  series  of  battles  between  the  government  troops  and  civilians 
a  ^  amaaan,  he  went  out  under  fire  to  attend  the  v/ounded  and  dying.  It  was 
reminiscent  of  civil  war  days  and  i  feel  sure  that  the  danger  rather 
apealed  to  him  than  otherwise. 


^  ^  another  occasion  a  Jew  had  taxen  **bast**  ,  refuge  in  the 

Hawkes*  premises,  fcjhere  you  were  when  you  had  typhoid,  Alarge  and  menacing 
mob  filled  the  narrow  street  and  were  trying  to  force  theiE*  v/ay  into  theco 
court  yard.  __Father  was  apprised  of  the  danger  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkes 
a .a  at  once  rode  over  on  his  well  known  black  hOEse  .  He  succeded  in  disp- 
pfcising  the  mob  and^greed  to  call  on  the  Mohamedan  Mujtaheed  ,  a  fanatic 
Ipslem  Holy  Man  V^o  was  inciting  the  trouble  .  He  explained  to  this 
gentleman  thatAmericans  had  treaty  rights  with  the  Persian  Government  that 
must  be  respected.  This  was  apparently  news  to  the  ffujtaheedd.  They  however 
became  very  frienaly,  and  the  call  was  returmea,  the  dignitary  in  question 

ricing  on  a  white  mule,  wlth^'perhaps  a  hundred  retainers,  who  filled  our 
yard  to  capacity. 


My  thought  In  giving  you  these  few  episodes  is  to  illustrate 
certain  characteristics  of  Father's  i.e.  forcefullnes,  fearlessness, 
sociability^  and  humour, ^  though  no  instance  of  the  latter  was  given. A  dertaiin 
^  ;:-unt— o  f  tn&se  things  have  been  brought  out,  throughout  the  manuscript,  but 
by  far  the  greater  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  his  spirituality.,  kindliness, 
devotion  to  duty  mysticism,  philosophy,  and  religious  depression.  At  least 
it  seemed  to  us  as  if  the  impre-sion  that  chapter  VIII  would  give  to  a 
stranger  wasoi  a  rather  saQ,rflorbiQinQ.ividual,  which  I  am  sure  is  contrary 
to  the  general  impression.  By  following  the  dates  of  his  letters  in  that 
chapter,  we  find  that  they  correspond  very  closely  to  certain  periodds  of 
great  stress,  due  to  the  mental  conoltion  of  Mother  and  the  very  depressing 
circumstances  which  no  one  outside  of  the  immediate  family  hcanaeasily 
comprehend.  Of  course  it  was  accentuated  by  his  introspection  and  possibly' 
by  heredity. The  former  reasons  of  course  can  not  be  given  to  the  public.  So 
T_  am  wondering  if  you  could  lessen  the  affect  of  gloominess  by  possibly 
shortening  tnls  chapter  ariO  yet  giving  enough  to  be  of  help  to  those  who 
are  in  similar  straits  and  to  bring  out  the  fact  as  you  have  done  that  he 
triumphed  in  the  end.  I  notice  that  agood  deal  of  the  same  thing  is 
brought  out  in  the  latter  part  of  chapter  V. 


Chapter  VTI  seems  to  us  entirely  too  long,  but  we  assume  ihat  it  is 
.naterial  from  wnich  you  expect  to  draw  ,  when  putting  it  into  final  shape. 
I  hardly  feel  competent  to  say  more  on  this  chapter. 


letter. 


In  chapter  IX^I  think  some  edit;ting  shoula  be  done  to  Miss  Montgomery's 


I  a:n  not  sur^:  how  much  help  this  letter  will  be  to  you.  I  have  tri 
tried  to  be  frank  and  at  the  same  time  T  do  not  like  tc^it  my  Judgement 
against  yours  as  reviewing  books  is  hardly  ray  line. 

Your  letter  of  August  22,  came  today  and  i  was  certainly  interested 
in  the  comments  by  the  professional  reader.  They  appeared  to  me  to  oe  very 
favorable.  My  criticism, tf  such  you  may  call  it, is  merely  that  perhaps 
t  0  much  emphasis  is  given  to  certain  characteristicsand  not  enough  to  others 
b  t  I  may  be  entirely  wrong. 

I  would  like  to  know  how  it  impresses  Mrs.  Speer. 

I  hope  you  will  be  lenient  with  the  typing  of  this  letter.  I  am  do¬ 
ing  it  myself  as  I  am  on  vacation  and  am  no  expert  at  the  art. 

Mary  seems  to  be  improving  slowly  and  we  expect  in  due  time  that 
she  v;ill  be  herself  again.  , 


Yours  verysincerely. 


.  •  x--  ^ 


J 


